
 

 
 

 

 
According to Statistics Canada, 49% of the adult population scored below high school literacy levels; 17% 

scored in the lowest level. * 
 

Unless changes are made, the number will continue GROWING… 
What a Non-Literate Church Member Cannot Read? 

• The Bible 
• Words of Hymns or Worship Songs 
• Bible Study Materials 
• Devotionals, Etc. 

We can learn how to stop illiteracy. 

In a few hours and at little cost, learn and then teach a skill which will stop illiteracy. Because 
literacy is a foundation for any successful sustainable development. 

• Without the ability to read, there can be no significant education. 
• Teaching a person to read gives a powerful skill that will benefit that person for life. 
• Because our Lord desires that every person enjoy a better life here and now. 
• Ability to read signs, medicine labels, books, etc. = a higher standard of life. 
• Ability to read the Bible personally = life's highest reading experience for the Believer. 

A Bible-based literacy ministry is all about bringing the Living Word to people through the 
Written Word. 

Literacy ministry is an outreach done through a local church to teach people to read and write in 
English using the Easy-to-Read™ Bible and a Bible-based curriculum program. 

The Values of a Bible-Based Literacy Ministry 

• Social:  To provide a practical tool that will help a person improve their overall quality of life. 
• Evangelism: To share the Gospel with unbelievers who are non-readers, witnessing about 

God's great love and helping them to read the Bible. 
• Discipleship:  To help believers to read the Word of God for themselves. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

How does the Program work? 

Using the Firm Foundations Bible Based Curriculum, a church can run a Bible-based literacy 
ministry (English as a Second Language Classes) for their community for a small group of 5 
learners, or up to a large group, depending on the number of teachers.  

Converge Canada will train leaders from your church to be teachers of ESL. We can train in person 
or virtually for 6-8 hours. We will teach your leaders the values of a Bible-based literacy ministry, 
how to teach ESL, use the curriculum, and how to run this Bible Based Literacy Program with an 
emphasis on evangelism and outreach.  

There are 3 levels of ESL Materials available for use. A typical program runs twice weekly, from 
September to May so the learner can complete 1 level per year and graduate with a certificate, 
moving onto the next level if desired and available.  

Where does the Curriculum come from? 

The Firm Foundations Bible Based Curriculum was created and designed at Bible League 
International.  They designed the curriculum to introduce gospel words starting in lesson 5. As the 
learner progresses through each lesson, more and more gospel words and scripture verses are 
used. Resulting in a presentation of the Good News of Jesus by the end of level 1.  

How much does it cost? 

There is no cost for the training or the curriculum. Bibles for students are provided at no charge. 
The curriculum is provided to the church after training is completed in soft copy. 

What are my obligations as a church? 

You are required to provide a safe and hospitable environment for classes, along with the 
volunteers needed to run the program. Converge Canada also asks for a report at the end of each 
year sharing stories, photos, and metrics of your program.  

What are my next steps? 

Contact Cheryl Walsh – Executive Director Converge Canada at cwalsh@convergecanada.ca to 
learn more and get your Bible-based literacy ministry up and going!  

If you are currently running an ESL Program with your church and would like to update your 
curriculum, please contact us. We would be happy to set you up with the Firm Foundations ESL 
Curriculum. 

 

SAMPLE LESSONS 
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* https://www.unitedforliteracy.ca/getmedia/44cba824-0daf-4e29-8367-cbb3b4539aba/2022-United-for-Literacy-Adult-Report-EN_.pdf 

https://www.unitedforliteracy.ca/getmedia/44cba824-0daf-4e29-8367-cbb3b4539aba/2022-United-for-Literacy-Adult-Report-EN_.pdf

